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COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2018 

Austin News 

The following articles/editorials in this publication are printed as received by the editor and are not necessarily 

the views of the club.  

Our Club holds its meetings at the Bassendean Town Council Offices, Old Perth Rd. 

The entry is at the rear of James St. with parking in the undercover parking under the 
library.  Meetings are held on the second Sunday of the second calendar month with a 
2pm start. Generally the meetings last less than an hour and are followed by tea and 
coffee, supplied by the Club. Members are welcome to bring along something yummy   

to share.   

The Club’s mailing address is: AMVC WA Inc. P.O. Box 189, Bassendean, WA 6934 

All articles, including reports, comments, jokes, puzzles, photos, recipes, events, or 

questions can be mailed to the above address or sent directly to the editor:                             

Linda Peddel, 11 Orme Court, Kelmscott WA 6111  

Or Email 

peddel1@optusnet.com.au 
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President’s Piece  

My final report for 2018, this year seems to have just 

flown by. The first thing I want to do is thank the    

members of this years committee and commend them for 

all the work they have put in to ensure the continuing 

success of the Club. On behalf of the club members 

“Thank You All”. We have had a reasonably good year 

with plenty of events for members to join in.               

Attendances have varied but recent events have seen an 

increase in numbers which I hope will continue. We are 

still attracting new members which is good and there are 

cars being sold with the new owners becoming members 

too. There is a high level of interest in next years national rally with about 10 to 12     

vehicles going at the moment. From past experience those attending should have a really 

good time. It is at this time of year that I have to remind you that we will be electing a 

new committee. All positions will be available as usual and I would ask all of you to 

consider nominating. We have been in existence for 30 years now as you would all be 

aware and it always seems to be the same people volunteering their time to ensure the 

club continues. Please seriously think about stepping up for a term. It is not difficult and 

your contribution to the running of the club would be appreciated and enjoyable.  

Best wishes to those of you who are not too well at the moment, and a Merry Christmas 

and Happy New Year to you all.  

           Richard 
                                                                                 

AUSTIN NEWS BY EMAIL 

Please let the Editor know if you would like to receive your copy of the           

newsletter in a PDF format in full Technicolour  

The Next General Meeting and AGM is on                           
Sunday 9th December  

Editor’s Report: I would like to apologise for the problems with emailing out the 

last issue, I really don’t know what went wrong but it was very annoying! Thank you to 

Amanda for helping me correct some of the problems. As this will be my last issue as 

Editor I would also like to thank those of you who have sent articles, information and 

photographs for inclusion over the past two years.  I will be available to help the new 

editor/s for the first issue next year. 
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‘THE MARCH OF TIME’   

                                  FROM PAST WA AMVC NEWSLETTERS     by Athol Gorn.                              

 

25 YEARS AGO            NOVEMBER (only) 1993  

The cover this time featured a 2 caricature Dinosaurs’ drawing, and inside, the Editor           
explained that while the Dinosaurs had been extinct for millions of years, those 2, with a ‘Flying 
A’ on each were Austinosaurus, found mainly in WA, are strong survivors and with our help will 
be around for many years to come. Of the nine committee positions listed, only three people 
are no longer in the club, two are definitely deceased. A loose flyer was in the centre of the 
book advertising the AOA for 1993 (must have been in the wrong edition) at Yass, NSW. An 
A40 Farina Deluxe Saloon was advertised, for 689 Pounds and 2 shillings, tax paid. Club Subs 
were $25.   

20 YEARS AGO            NOV/DECEMBER 1998 

A ‘Guide to British Forecourt Slang’ included (among others) Lulu – A nice car, a gem, Pup – a 
potential dog (undesirable, difficult to shift), Cut and Shut – Two semi-destroyed cars welded 
together into a lethal whole one. A Christmas party was held after the AGM and members 
were invited to take a present to ‘Swap’ (up to the value of $5).The minutes listed four          
interested members who were sent AOA1999 forms. For sale - an unwanted birthday present 
– a 1933 Austin 12/6 for $25,000. Subs were $30.  

15 YEARS AGO           NOV/DECEMBER 2003  

The Editor put a piece in under the heading of ‘People Over 30 Should be Dead’ and listed 
American ideas of why, such as ‘Baby cribs were covered by lead based paint’. An eleven 
page story, of the continuation of five travellers to the AOA which was to be held in Ballarat 
featured, along with a description of attendance over Easter, and a wrap up of the event, with 
a few statistics of the journey. This was followed by an important statistic of the amount sold at 
the local ice cream shop in Clunes, which was 80 litres. A selection of Home Hints inserted by 
the Editor, from the Australian Women’s Weekly in May 1996, included using an oil can, which 
could be bought for very little money, for applying oil, or hair lotion to the scalp, as it was more 
efficient and less wasteful. The last of the ‘Ten Commandments for the Austin Collector’ was 
‘Thou shalt not buy the wife an Austin Motor Manual for Christmas. Subs were $35.    

10 YEARS AGO            NOV/DECEMBER 2008 

The President commented that the All Austin Day, which had been held for a couple of years 
on The Esplanade in Fremantle opposite the popular fish shops, may have to be held        
elsewhere, due to changes being made by the Council relating to vehicle displays. This edition 
featured the last of ‘The March of Time’ submitted by Ray Hillbrick who passed away not long 
after. He made mention of the vehicles, including a tram, which were in a photo of a view of 
Hay Street looking East towards the town hall near Plaza Arcade.  It was reproduced from an 
RAC Road Patrol magazine from October 1949, as there were an Austin Eight tourer and A40 
van, plus a truck with a DR (Darling Range) licence plate displayed. Subs were $40.       

 

5 YEARS AGO            NOV/DECEMBER 2013 

The cover featured the Pickering Brook Garage, which was passed on our last run, with its old 
hand pump operated COR bowsers out the front and proudly displaying the Austin Flying ‘A’ 
on its two sliding doors. A report on runs to the Bindoon Flower Show, Greenhills (Quairading) 
and All Austin Day was followed by seven pages of photos taken at the time, plus some from 
New Zealand when the then President was there. There was a report was on the BMC Leyland 
day, in conjunction with a Spring Fair in Spearwood. Subs still $40.    
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Richard and Linda’s Holiday 2018 

 

We flew to Heathrow, nonstop, on the Qantas Dream liner, yes it was a long time to be on the        

airplane but once we got settled it was nice not having to get off and wander around an airport for a 

couple of hours in the middle of the night. The seats were just as uncomfortable as all economy,    

perhaps slightly more leg room, but nothing special. The meals were no more edible than on other 

flights and the service was what you expect from an Australian crew. I would fly non stop again as 

the time did appear to go quite quickly and we did not suffer from jet lag on either flights.  

After catching up with friends and relatives in England we travelled down to the New Forest for our 

first ever visit to the Motor Museum at Beaulieu. The Spring Swap Meet was on at the same time and 

we had hoped to get some items either for the Austin or as collectibles. Perhaps I had expected too 

much after hearing others praising this vehicle collection but I was slightly underwhelmed with the 

museum. The house was interesting to walk around as Christine and I had it to ourselves as everyone 

was at the swap meet or the museum, the gardens were pretty and riding the little monorail was fun, 

but cramped. Luckily the weather was warm and sunny otherwise I would have spent the whole day 

in the restaurant! There were several cars in the swap meet area with for sale signs but of course we 

couldn’t consider buying one, although my sister-in-law was very tempted by a Jaguar. Richard and 

his brother walked around the stalls for several hours and their only purchase was a £5 shooting stick. 

We had planned to return the next day but after a hearty breakfast in town we visited the church 

where “Alice in Wonderland” is buried and headed off for the south coast to drive along to Devon 

and Cornwall. We stopped for lunch at the infamous Jamaica Inn on Bodmin Moor, and again I was 

disappointed, finding it too touristy. Driving along the very, very narrow roads that are part of the 

Cornish charm was scary but fun, the hedgerows were in full bloom and the fields lush and green. 

There were several old tin mine chimneys still standing and more churches than we could count. The 

weather was perfect with only a couple of cooler days that didn't prevent us from walking along the 

beaches or exploring the villages to find tea rooms for cream teas and pubs for our meals and the    

occasional Guinness or two! Richard has fond memories of Cornwall having spent many family    

holidays there in his youth and I enjoyed re- visiting Mevagissey as we spent our honeymoon in a  

caravan there 44 years ago. 

The next part of our journey started with a short flight over to Sweden for another road trip, this time 

with Patrick and Solan, driving from Oxelȍsund, 2 hours south of Stockholm, across Sweden to 

Gothenburg 500kms west. The journey and scenery was very different from in England with nice 

straight roads and unobstructed views across the neat fields and past plantations of very tall Nordic 

pine trees. The road took us along the southern shore of Lake Vanern, Sweden’s largest lake, as we 

headed for an overnight stay at the Hotel Bryggan in Fjallbacka on the west coast. There is a statue in 

memory of Ingrid Bergman in this small harbour town built under the outcrop of the mountain that 

gives the area its name and fame. The hotel lounge area was styled like a 19th century gentleman's 

club with deep leather armchairs, travel and hunting memorabilia on the walls and antique sideboards         

displaying black and white photographs and collectibles. Each of the six rooms on the first floor were 

named after famous explorers, we chose Roald Amundsen and were blown away by the décor as we 

opened the door. It was as if we had walked into his base camp on Antarctica, my description would 

not do it justice so I’ll just say it was awesome! Our Swedish friends were in Captain Cook’s South 

Pacific room complete with a four poster bamboo bed and Hawaiian spears! I would have loved to 

see in the other rooms of Marco Polo, Christopher Columbus and Leif Ericson. The next day was a 

short drive to Gothenburg which was busy with students celebrating their graduation from university. 

Part of the celebrations is to load the teenagers onto the back of large flat bed trucks and drive them 

around the town while they make lots of noise whilst wearing sea captain hats, go figure! The historic 

area of Gothenburg is small and surrounded by shops, office blocks and apartments, there is a nice 

park near the Gota Alv River but the city doesn’t have the same charm as Stockholm.  

 

 

 



 

 9 

 

On our way to a friend’s house for the night we visited the church where Patrick and Solan were   mar-

ried 40 years ago, it had the neatest and best maintained cemetery we have ever seen. The  following 

night was spent at the Hotel Slottsgarden in Vadstena, nothing special about the room but we had a great 

view of the Castle next door, there was also a beautiful church with extensive grounds, which included 

the remains of a convent, to walk around. The hotel had a little museum at the back of the breakfast 

room that had an impressive collection of old toys, model cars and functioning train sets. Yes, I did have 

to drag Richard away! On our drive back to Oxelȍsund we  visited the Swedish Air Force Museum lo-

cated at Malmen Airbase in Malmslatt. What an  interesting museum, as expected there was plenty of 

aircraft and vehicles on display, but there was also a short walk through time   displayed in the changing 

styles of a Swedish lounge room from the 20’s through to the 80’s, a wonderful idea. We spent a couple 

of days at Patrick and Solan’s house catching up with friends and on our second last day in Sweden we 

caught the  train to Stockholm for a walk around Gamla Stan and the  harbour before our first visit to the 

Ice Bar, yeah! Great fun, very cold, but the vodka soon made us nice and toasty. Would you believe we 

met a couple from Joondalup there, small world?  The next day all four of us flew to Stansted Airport to 

start the next leg of our tour to Scotland and beyond.                                          To be continued…….…. 
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 LUNCH AT THE BASSENDEAN HOTEL 

SUNDAY 9th DECEMBER 

 

Following the terrific turn out last year we are again meeting at the “Pub” for lunch 
before the general meeting and AGM on SUNDAY 9th DECEMBER.  

Please advise Athol by the 1st December if you will be joining us at 12 noon for 
meals from the Hotels regular lunch menu. 

 

TWO 1952 AUSTIN A40 DEVONS 

 FOR SALE THIS ISSUE 

 

This one belongs to new member  

John Franklin contact 0477 666029 

No work needed—full details on Gumtree 

$9559.00 ono 

 

 

   

     

  And this one is being sold by an                 

ex-member “Syd” 

0497 050846  

Needs work, nearly ready to license 

$3000.00 ono 
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WILDFLOWER WEEKEND AT WONGAN HILLS 

 

We chose to use this event as a test run for our new caravan, having sold our 

little tear drop camper to Joe, we now have a  little Coromal Pop Top. It was 

strange driving out to Goomalling then turning off for Wongan Hills instead of 

continuing on the road to Wyalkatchem. The caravan park at Wongan is pleas-

ant but we were not able to erect the annex as planned, the ground was rock 

hard. The flies were just awful! Even Richard conceded defeat and purchased a 

fly net to wear and he was not the only one walking around town looking like a 

lost bee keeper! We spent Friday afternoon looking at the wood turning and 

wildflower display in the tourist centre and chatting with other happy caravan-

ners at the park. Saturday morning saw Richard helping Rhiannon to set up 

Old MacDonald's Farm and chasing  runaway chickens. Returning to town after 

breakfast (there was a free breakfast on offer as part of the weekend) we wan-

dered around the several stalls offering local produce and plants and there was 

the usual displays from the local services. Jeff and Alvera had their Mazda on 

display with about 12 cars from the Chittering Branch of the VCC. Our club 

was represented by Athol and Judith in their A90 Westminster. After lunch 

Richard helped Rhiannon dismantle the farm and load the animals into the 

float while I waited at the caravan park to greet  Jeff, Alvera, Athol and Judith as 

they took up residence in their on site chalets. Athol and Judith had already tak-

en the free bus tour out to the Reynoldson Wildflower Reserve and said how 

pleasant it was so Richard and I got on the last ride at 3pm. It was a very  inter-

esting and informative 90 minute adventure and quite a surprise to see a small 

area of wildflowers preserved and maintained in the wheatbelt! Several of the 

other caravanners were part of a Square Dancing Group that were performing 

over the weekend and they had suggested that we might like to watch them that 

evening. So after dinner at the pub we wandered around Wongan in the dark 

trying to find the hall then trying to locate the entrance to said hall. Stumbling in 

to the dance area we tried to discreetly sit down and watch without drawing at-

tention to ourselves in case we were invited to join in! After a night cap at Jeff 

and Alvera’s chalet we all had a good nights sleep. After enjoying the free break-

fast in town the others set off home, as we were not in a hurry we decided to 

drop in to the seniors centre for a free morning tea and a sing-a-long (I can’t be-

lieve I just wrote that) before visiting the very interesting museum located in the 

old hospital. We enjoyed our time in Wongan Hills but are in no hurry to re-

turn. And no, we will not be taking up square dancing even though we were in-

vited to join, well Richard was asked as there is a shortage of male dancers!

     



 

 12 

ALL AUSTIN DAY 

SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER 2018 

 

We were fortunate to have good weather for our All Austin Day. After a shaky start due to a mix up 

with bookings and areas which was quickly sorted out we ended up with a good and varied display of  

vehicles, with vintage motor cycles included. As usual we shared the day with the Morris Club who had 

a good variety of cars to see. They were celebrating 70 years of the Morris Minor but it was nice to see a 

couple of Oxfords there too. We didn't quite reach the 30 Austins to support the Clubs Anniversary but 

we came close with 24, 17 from our Club. We held the event at Whiteman Park this year to support the 

museum but there was not much interest shown by the park patrons. Certainly Stirling Gardens in  

Guildford is a far better venue and we hope to return there next year. It was good to see the Austin 8 

Tourer that Robert and Tracey Parker have restored, it is certainly a credit to them and looks great. 

Thank you to Ken Devine for organising the day and arranging for the “Caversham” to be on display. 

My thanks also to all of you who attended. I hope you all enjoyed the day.                 Richard 

 

Attending on the day were: 

Barry & Betty Wright……...Metropolitan  Athol & Judith Gorn……….A90 Westminster 

Richard Peddel……………..A70 Hampshire Tom Turnbull……………….A40 Somerset Coupe 

Fred & Linda Singleton…….A90 Atlantic Convertible 

Ken & Diana Devine………..A40 Devon  Richard Devine……………..A40 Devon 

Jeff & Alvera Gibbs………...A40 Utility  Joe Cull……………………..A40 Utility 

Terry Egan…………………..Austin 8  John Roach………………….Austin 6 

Robert & Tracey Parker……..Austin 8 Tourer Chris Johnson……………….Austin 10 

Peter Stevens………………...Austin A50  Alaric & Rupert Condic…….Ambulance 

Ken Lyle & John Griffin…….1800 Utility  Harriet & Andrew Mills…….A40 Devon 

Greg & Ros Martlew………...Modern  Michelle Christy…………….Modern 

We also had 3 Austin 7’s from the Austin Seven Club, 3 Austin Healeys from the Healey Club            

and 1 Austin 6 from the VCC. Steve Shord bought along his Morris Major and Nick Shord had his     

Minor Utility. The feature vehicle was the A40 based “Caversham Special” (pictured on front page). 



 

 13 

 



 

 14 

PRESIDENT’S RUN to MUNDARING WEIR 

A sight to see, of nine Austins, plus one (hey) Charger on display, (briefly) out the front of 

the old Coventrys’ store in Kelmscott, prior to the run through the hills to Mundaring.  A few 

curious passers-by drove though the carpark without stopping prior to our departure,     

before Richard handed out our instruction sheets for a leisurely amble along our intended 

route. 

No mishaps occurred as we all travelled along, other than yours truly turning too quickly at 

one point, to backtrack so as to check everyone was still following, and not long after      

having to slow quickly, to avoid a family of kangaroos, who decided the grass was greener 

on the other side (of the road). We did have a couple of motorcyclists ‘fly’ past us (I don’t 

know why, we were doing approximately 50 to 60kph in a 70kph zone). 

We all, Marlene & Fred B, Ken & Diana D, John F, Athol & Judith G, Richard & Linda P, Steve 

& Rosemarie S, Martin S, Peter S and Barry & Betty W & Tom T eventually arrived at our  

designated picnic spot, followed not long after by John & Rhiannon P with their children 

Scarlett & Finn, who were not sure about the parrot sitting on Martin’s shoulder. We had  

almost finished our lunches when Greg & Ros M came to join us. An easy time was spent  

under the pine and eucalypt trees, inspecting John F’s A40, wandering around, watching 

cars doing u-turns while their occupants looked at our assembled cars and having our quiz 

lady ask questions about subjects 30 years ago (they related to the time of our clubs first 

official meeting), which was won by Martin. Some questions started a few discussions, but 

as with all good quiz days, the judges’ decision was final. The outing was completed by all 

taking their own route home. Thanks to Richard and Linda for an enjoyable day out.                                        

Athol        
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THE CHITTERING CAR SHOW—18th NOVEMBER 

The weather for this years show, at its new venue, was perfect. The display area was a lovely grassy 

oval that was ideal for the large number of vehicles which turned up to support the fundraising for the 

school whose oval we were parked on! The representation from the clubs was good with an excellent 

variety of vehicles on display. The only downside was the abundance of overly friendly flies. The effort 

put in by Jeff and Alvera and the members of the Chittering branch of the VCC was commendable.     

Our Club was well represented and even though one members car didn’t manage to leave their driveway 

others bought along two and three cars. In attendance were: 

 Jeff & Alvera……….A40 Ute & Mazda  Richard & Linda……….A70 

 Chris Johnson……….A10    Athol & Judith…………A90 

 Stan Gaston & Dave Barker...A7   Ken & Diana…………...Modern 

 Kim Freind………….Modern   John Peddel…………….A40 

 Rhiannon, Scarlett & Finnlay…...Valiant S/W John’s friends…………..Charger 

       

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Jaguar was peoples choice 

best car on display. It was John’s 

birthday, so a photo of his A40.  

The above VX 2300 is the same 

model that Richard & Linda had 

before they left the UK in 1982.  

Plenty of cars on show. Plenty of 

chatting over lunch. 
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CODE 404—CONCESSIONAL LICENSE                                       

Steve Shord and myself, Richard, attended the recent meeting run by the CMC to ensure that all       

motoring clubs were aware of the rules and regulations relating to the licensing and use of a vehicle on 

a concessional license. The Code 404 Booklet is constantly being updated but the basic rules remain 

that vehicles must be in original, unmodified condition to comply. Minor changes relating to safety 

are accepted e.g. seat belts; flashing indicators etc.  

· The vehicle must only be used for club events (this can be for any club—not just your member 

club).  

· Road testing within a 30km radius of the garaging address. 

· Trips to refuel or repair. 

· Members can organise their own events e.g. midweek coffee runs, as long as the registrar has 

been notified. 

An important point to remember is that for the license to be valid you must remain a financial member 

of a club. This means that if you delay paying your subscription your license is not valid. Therefore it is 

advisable to pay your subs early or on time as anyone who is un-financial will receive a letter from the 

D.O.T cancelling their license. To meet this requirement you must pay your subs by 1st January if you 

have a vehicle on concessional license. 

Steve can provide you with a copy of the Code 404 Booklet and it can be found on the CMC website. 

CLUB CONSTITUTION 

After consulting with Fred Belford regarding the changes necessary to our current Constitution to bring 

it up to date with the Associations Incorporation Act 2015 Fred suggested that it would be easier to 

adopt the proposed Model Rules. Therefore I will be sending out an email to all members with the    

proposed revised Club Constitution that will need to be voted on at the February meeting. Please take 

the time to read through these rules and make a note of anything you are not sure or unhappy about.  

We can adapt the model rules to suit our Club as long as we keep certain rules as laid out under the 

“Act”. For those members without an email address perhaps you could ask another member to view it 

on their computer if not let me know and I will mail you a copy separately to this newsletter.  

 

 

K E N  D E V I N E  P O S E S   

T H E  Q U E S T I O N  

 

A  W E L L  K N O W N     

L O C A T I O N  

  

W H E R E  I N  P E R T H  I S  

I T ?  
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DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME CONTACT 

  Dec        9 Lunch at Pub Bassendean Hotel 12 noon Athol 

  Dec         9 
General Meeting and 

AGM 
Bassendean Town Offices 2pm Richard 

    2019 

  Jan       13 

Breakfast Run Sandy Beach 8am Ken 

  Feb      10 General Meeting Bassendean Town Offices 2pm Richard 

   Feb     17 
Northam Vintage        

Swap Meet 

Jubilee Oval 

(Showground) Northam 

7am—12 

noon 

Fred           

Singleton 

March 24 CLASSIC CAR SHOW ASCOT All day CMC 

April   14 General Meeting Bassendean Town Offices 2pm Richard 

May    5 Moondyne Festival Toodyay 10am  

AMVC CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 and 2019 

 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN !! 

(not just Christmas) 

It is time to pay your club subscription, if you pay 

before the 31st January 2019 as an existing       

member you only pay $40.00 which gives you a bit 

extra to spend on presents !  

Should you choose to pay directly into the clubs  

account please remember to include your      

NAME as the payee reference. 

Comm Bank: BSB 066131 / Account  00941377 

Thank you 
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AMVC WA CLUB REGALIA 2018 

Contact 

Alvera Gibbs on 9571 1079 

 

 

   Bomber Jacket, black with imitation suede sleeves…………..$80.00  

                       * Only 3 left in stock are 2 x small and 1 x medium * 

   Polo Fleece Jumper, black with Logo…………………………….$42.00  

                                     * Last one in stock is an XL * 

   Men’s Polo Shirt……………………………………………………….$33.50 

   Women’s Polo Shirt………..…………………………………………$28.50 

   Brimmed Hat…………………………………………………………..$21.00 

   Peak Cap………………………………………………………….……$14.00 

   Metal Car Badge……………………………………………….……..$25.00 

   Cloth Badge……………………………………………………………$  4.50 

   Thermal Travel Mug………………………………………………….$  6.00 

   “Austin You Can Depend On It” Bumper Sticker……………….$  2.00 

 

   Should you wish to purchase any of the above regalia please               
telephone  ALVERA  before an event or meeting for delivery and 

please have the correct money at the time of purchase. 

 

      THE AMVC WA NEWSLETTER 

      WAS PRINTED BY 

      Dr. TONY BUTI MLA 

           Member for Armadale 


